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Mailbag 
Editor's Note-This 
comic came to us in 
response to last week's 
"Mailbag." It has not 
been edited. If it had, I 
would have removed my 
name from it. Wh~ oh 
wh~ do you people insist 
on pulling me into your 
little lovers' quarrels? Why 
can't we all just get along? 
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and "time-sensitive" articles (weekend news, sports, and cultural 
reviews) will be accepted until Saturday noon and can be submitted 
to the editor ar: <othereditor@yahoo.ca>. 
All other submissions should be forwarded to the appropriate 
section editor. Please include your name, phone number/email 
address, and word count, and submit via email as an MS Word. doc 
attachment to the attention of the appropriate editor. 
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The Other Press is Douglas College's 
autonomous student newspaper. 
The Other Press is run as a collective 
and is published weekly during the fall 
and winter semesters, and monthly (as a 
magazine) during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a stu-
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Features 
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dent levy collected every semester at reg-
istration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University 
Press (CUP), a cooperative of student 
newspapers from across Canada.We 
adhere to CUP's Statement of Common 
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Principles and Code of Ethics-except 
when it suits us not to. The Other Press 
reserves the right to choose what to pub-
lish, and will not publish material 
that is racist, sexist, or homophobic. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity 
and brevity if necessary. 
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Canada Games Pool Subsidy Withdrawn 
Brandon Ferguson, News Editor 
As of October 15, the Douglas 
Students Union (DSU) has cancelled 
its business relationship with the 
Canada Games Pool, resulting in the 
termination of students' $2 discount. 
The move was decided upon by the 
last DSU representative committee 
and was carried over by the new 
administration. 
Although some students are 
pissed at the lost discount, Canada 
Games failed to ever mention that it 
was not a discount, but rather a reim-
bursement for an already paid 
subsidy. "The DSU has been fielding 
a number of student complaints, and 
understandably so," DSU Treasurer, 
and part-time bouncer Ryan Lam said. 
"But this financial burden is simply 
unsustainable." 
Every semester, the DSU forks 
over $20,000 to Canada Games Pool, 
who then cuts the Coquitlam City 
Aquatics Centre (CCAC) in on some 
of the fat coin in order to offer the 
same discount. Under the 12-year-old 
agreement, Canada Games was to pro-
mote the deal as an entitled rebate for 
Douglas College students. According 
to Lam, "it is being offered as a dis-
count by Canada Games Pool when, in 
fact, this is merely a return on a sub-
sidy already paid by the DSU." 
"In order to ensure that students 
do get a discount, we have approached 
both Canada Games and the CCAC 
through our Student Saver program," 
Lam said, referring to the Canadian 
Federation of Students-run program. 
The Student Saver is a collection of 
discounts that local companies offer 
solely as good-will gestures to the 
struggling student. 
For more information, go chat 
with the kids in the DSU. For a more 
personal protest, feel free to leave a lit-
tle yellow spirit behind the next time 
you take a dip at the Canada Games 
Pool. 
Critics Say Not fnough nttention Paid to Post· 
Secondary in Liberal ngenda 
Megan Thomas, CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief 
OTTAWA (CUP)-It's not what was said 
about post-secondary education in Prime 
Minister Paul Martin's throne speech that 
has ignited criticism-it's what wasn't 
said. 
Governor General Adrienne Clarkson 
delivered the traditional address on behalf 
of Martin on Oct. 5 in the Senate cham-
ber. The speech opened a new session for 
the House of Commons and sketched out 
an agenda for the Liberal minority gov-
ernment. 
But education and opposition party 
leaders say the speech lacked proposals to 
bolster a post-secondary education system 
plagued by student debt and rising tuition 
fees. 
"They made virtually no mention of 
post-secondary education," said James 
Kusie, national director of the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Associations. 
"Students are one sentence away from 
being irrelevant." 
"It is completely the wrong message to 
be sending," Kusie added. 
One paragraph of Martin's speech was 
dedicated to post-secondary education. It 
explained the Liberals' plan to implement 
the Canada Learning Bond-a strategy 
Martin first announced last March-to 
ease the financial burden of going to uni-
versity. This "innovative savings vehicle" 
U I ObhBPPPB99 
is aimed at helping low-income families 
save for their children's higher education. 
ew Democrat Leader Jack Layton 
was critical of the learning bond, saying it 
will help students about 20 years from 
now, but does little to address the fman-
cial crunch currently facing university 
students. 
"There was no recognition of student 
debt. The government has taken debt off 
the books of the whole country and put it 
on the shoulders of students. How is that 
a good idea?" Layton said, standing out-
side the door to the House of Commons. 
"We certainly would've liked to have 
seen some mention of student tuition and 
student debt as an issue in Canadian soci-
ety, because I can tell you it is for an awful 
lot of families," Layton added. 
Peter MacKay, deputy leader of the 
Conservatives, agreed the learning bond is 
an inadequate solution, adding he sees 
education as the "next looming crisis" in 
Canada. He said the throne speech was 
vague on education and did not address 
the real concerns of students, like debt 
and taxation on scholarships. 
"This was an opportunity missed in 
my opinion," MacKay said. "The short 
answer to if there is anything in this doc-
ument for students, quite frankly, is no." 
MacKay said he would like to see a 
national roundtable bring together gov-
ernment and student leaders to discuss 
the details of what students want fixed in 
post-secondary education. 
What was imparted in Martin's speech 
does little to put post-secondary educa-
tion on the national agenda, said David 
Robinson, associate executive director for 
the Canadian Association of University 
Teachers. 
''What's surprising is that there is not 
anything new here," he said, adding 
Martin should have taken a bolder stance 
and brought forward new ideas to address 
issues like rising fees that hinder access to 
universities. 
"Post-secondary education should 
clearly be a national priority," Robinson 
said. 
The speech also didn't fulfill promises 
made to students during the Liberals' 
summer election campaign, said George 
Soule, national chair of the Canadian 
Federation of Students. 
Soule said Martin promised in his 
campaign to create a transfer payment of 
federal money to the provinces that would 
be used strictly for post-secondary educa-
tion. 
"He made that commitment to stu-
den·ts. We just hope that wasn't a 
commitment he made just to get young 
people to vote for the Liberals," Soule 
said. 
But just because plans to revitalize 
education weren't in the throne speech, 
doesn't mean they won't happen, Soule 
added. "It just means that we need to 
remind [Martin) a little more." 
The opposition parties now must 
decide whether to propose amendments 
to Martin's agenda. Then, later in 
October, all members of Parliament will 
vote on whether to pass the agenda. 
Because Martin leads a minority govern-
ment, a vote against his throne speech 
would lead to a new election. 
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Recording Industry Sues More Students 
Robert Heberle, The Hoya (Georgetown University) 
WASHINGTON (CUP)-A new round 
of over 700 lawsuits flied by the 
Recording Industry Association of 
America (RIAA) targets 32 individuals 
downloading copyrighted material at 26 
universities and colleges across the United 
States. 
The lawsuits allege illegal distribution 
of copyrighted songs on peer-to-peer net-
works, such as Kazaa and Lime Wire. 
One user on the Georgetown 
niversity network is a subject of the cur-
rent law uits, according to Jonathan Lamy, 
spokesperson for the recording industry 
group. 
Lamy said the individual, once identi-
fied, would be sent a letter offering an 
out-of-court settlement. Any settlement 
would include both monetary damages 
and a prohibition on further illegal use of 
copyrighted materials. 
Lamy also said the RIAA would con-
tinue to prefer settlements rather than 
potentially long and costly court cases. 
"The objective here is not to win law-
suits. It is to send a message of 
deterrence, demonstrate that there are 
consequences to breaking the law, and 
encourage music fans to migrate to the 
legitimate online music services," he said. 
The RIAA filings are so-called ''John 
Doe" lawsuits, which name IP addresses, 
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unique identifiers of computers connect-
ed to networks, as defendants rather than 
actual people. Music industry investiga-
tors can determine only the IP addresses 
of those found using copyrighted materi-
al illegally on the Internet. 
Identification of individual students 
requires a court-issued subpoena to be 
delivered to the Internet service 
provider-in this case, the college or uni-
versity providing network access to a 
faculty member or student. 
Although the Georgetown user's iden-
tity cannot be confirmed until a judge 
issues a subpoena, the large majority of 
past cases of digital copyright infringe-
ment have involved students rather than 
faculty or staff, according to the universi-
ty. 
Georgetown spokesperson Laura 
Cavender said the university had not yet 
received any subpoenas related to the new 
court action. 
She stressed Georgetown administra-
tors' commitment to halting illegal file-
sharing on campus, and pointed to new 
efforts such as an online tutorial for new 
students as indicators of how seriously 
the university considers the situation. 
"Georgetown expects students to 
comply with the law," Cavender said. 
"Students who violate the law do so at 
their own risk." 
Beth Ann Bergsmark, director of uni-
versity information systems at 
Georgetown, recommended students 
avoid such lawsuits by using legal music 
downloading services, such as Apple's 
popular iTunes software, which sells indi-
vidual songs for 99 cents. 
Bergsmark said popular peer-to-peer 
networks may also infect computers with 
viruses that can disrupt an entire comput-
er's hard drive. The only way to repair 
such damage is to entirely reformat a 
computer, she said. 
She also warned, despite the common 
belief that only users who share music 
with others online can be identified, 
downloading files can also reveal an indi-
vidual's IP address. 
Georgetown law professor Julie 
Cohen said while most of the cases would 
likely be settled out of court, the RIAA 
may want to send a message to students 
by continuing through the court process 
and attempting to impose harsh fines on 
DHIG 
some college network users. 
"In some of these cases they might 
intend to follow the case through to the 
bitter end," Cohen said. "It probably 
doesn't make sense to assume the stu-
dents will just get off with a slap on the 
wrist." 
While a handful of highly publicized 
file-sharing cases have resulted in settle-
ments ranging from around $5,000 to 
$10,000, the maximum court-imposed 
fines under the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act could technically reach as 
high as $150,000 per song, Cohen said. 
She cautioned, however, the RIAA and 
associated groups may be reluctant to 
pursue such results. 
It could very well be that if they did 
that, it could backfire on them, and they 
could be perceived as abusive," Cohen 
said. "If you're the RIAA, it is better to 
create a cloud of fear and not, in a very 
visible way, take an individual to the clean-
er's." 
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News to Peruse, nmuse, and Confuse 
Brandon Ferguson, Fake News Editor 
Bush Declares New 
War ngainst 
Mother Nature 
ST. LOUIS, MO-Ina surprising move, 
President George W Bush outlined an 
ambitious new plan to counter weather 
phenomena that have plagued the United 
Stares in recent months. 
'~erica is under attack," President 
Bush told the carefully chosen audience 
last Friday night at the town hall meeting-
style debate. '~erica is under attack, bur 
this time it's a new foe. This time, it's ter-
ror of the highest degree. This time, it's 
the terror of Mother Nature." 
Bush appeared so confident of his vic-
• tory come November that he chose the 
second Presidential debate to promote, 
redundantly and repetitiously, the launch 
of a new war. 
Since the format of the debate was 
strictly regulated, questions regarding th is 
new position were impossible. Critics 
charge that the President rarely rakes 
spontaneous questions anyway, or, for that 
matter, even answers the questions 
asked- Bush proposed rhe shocking plan 
after having been asked a question about 
.h.ealrh care. 
"The time for standing idly by while 
Mother Nature attacks our nation with 
e\treme weather is over," Bush said, show-
log resolve and determination. "We must 
take this fight to other shores. We must 
fight Mother Nature where she lives." 
Democratic candidate John Kerry 
attempted to object, but was forbidden by 
debate decorum to do so. 
Vice President Dick Cheney described 
the plan as "another brilliant initiative by 
a President who is determined to keep 
America safe from external threat." 
"This is a President not afraid to make 
the tough chokes/' Oleney continued, 
retU.rn«l in time fur his own Vice-
lential ~=baCCMi'ollll;~lpriv.lte getaway 
precipitation defense shield that would act 
as a big umbrella covering all of North 
America, increased spending on weather 
vanes and Doppler radars, a strategic first-
attack weather balloon, and the inclusion 
of asking "Hot enough for ya?" as a capi-
tal offense. 
Kerry fired back a shot at Bush, asking 
if the president would send under-
equipped meteorologists to the weather 
front of this new war. 
Bush responded with a trademark 
weasel laugh, "Heh heh, my opponent 
doesn't even know who we're fighting. 
We're not fighting meteors, we're fighting 
weather." 
Moments after the debate had ended, 
an attack ad funded by a group called 
Swiftboat Weathermen for Truth was 
aired, charging Kerry with being a Mother 
Nature sympathizer and unfit to lead. 
The ad shows Kerry windsurfing and 
skiing, and ends on a picture of the 
recendy tanned Democrat. The voice-over 
questions Kerry's commitment to keep 
America safe from weather, even suggest-
ing that the active outdoorsman is in 
cahoots with Mother Nature. 
john Kerry surfs and skis in wind and 
from the 
and false. 
"John Kerry is not in cahoots with 
Mother Nature. John Kerry hates nature 
as much as every other American, and if 
elected president he will lead a thoughtful, 
more sensitive war on weather." 
Bush's surprise announcement also left 
news stations scrambling for graphics and 
slogans to promote--excuse me-to cover 
the new war. 
While NBC, CBS, and ABC chose 
"War on Weather," CNN went with 
"Ending Rain's Reign." 
FOX News simply added it to the War 
on Terror. 
First to report on the bold new war 
was FOX correspondent Geraldo Rivera, 
entrenched in an unknown location that 
looked very much like a bathtub. 
"I'm in the eye of a storm right now," 
Rivera told FOX News anchorman Brit 
Hume, live via video phone while wearing 
a raincoat. ''The winds are whipping 
fiercely here, Brit, and the rains are torren-
tial. It is taking every last ounce of 
strength and integrity for me, Geraldo 
Rivera, to bring you this latest offensive by 
Mother Nature. I don't know how much 
more battering my undisclosed location 
can tell you without hyper~ 
Hell on Earth." 
sible to locate Mother Nature, what with 
her being an imaginary entity and all. 
"Absolutely it is," Wolfowitz said from 
atop the four phone books he was stand-
ing on in the Pentagon's pressroom. "We 
will search every daisy patch and cow pas-
ture until we've found her. We will leave 
no rock unturned or river undredged until 
we have found this evil woman. There is 
no natural resource on this planet she can 
hide behind. It is only a matter of time 
until we find her and bring her to justice." 
Not so, according to Father Time. 
"They think that they have unlimited 
time to find Mother Nature, but they 
don't," the white-haired old man said from 
atop a giant hourglass. "The only one who 
has that kind of time is me, and I'm vot-
ing Nader, so don't expect any handouts." 
Moments later, a War on Time was 
announced by the Pentagon. 
"We haven't passed it by the President 
just yet, but we're pretty sure he'll go for 
it," Wolfowitz announced. 
However, a video released by the 
Weather Channel indicates that Mother 
Nature is digging in for a fight. The video 
shows Mother Nature in a white robe 
holding a single flower, claiming that 
weather will continue and that no war will 
ever stop her. 
"I am the wind and I am the rain," she 
says on the video, standing before a rocky 
cave. "I am eternal and everlasting--or at 
least I was until you environmental infi-
dels rejected the Kyoto Accord. Now I am 
calling for a planer-wide jihad against 
America. All animals, plants, and miner-
als-you must do whatever you can to 
stop the machine." 
"I am also holding American football 
hostage. If you do not release your grip on 
the planer's natural resources, I will rain 
out one game per week. Next week I will 
be-heading to Ill inois to kill your 
Redskins-Bears game." 
"And don't worry about Mt. St. 
Helens," she added. "I like the Pacific 
Northwest; they know what being green is 
all about." 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
quickly labeled the Weather Network as 
the Al-Jazeerah of public access television, 
denouncing the sensationalist airing as 
un-American. 
"We are resolved to win this war and 
every other war," Rumsfeld said while 
being ushered to an undisclosed location 
by Secret Service agents brandishing 
umbrellas and looking warily to the sky. 
"America will not be intimidated by any-
thing or anyone. Not while a savvy and 
rational leader like the President is at the 
helm. His resolve will lead us through 
these dark times. Oh God, lookout-a 
rain cloud!" 
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News Wears Short Shorts 
Brandon Ferguson, News Editor 
Brother Down 
As a brief aside, and feel free to harass J .]. 
McCullough for more info on it, I'm tired 
of Canada'S'" weak attempts to bolster our 
armed forces with token purchases after 
years of delay. We're nearly 12 years deep 
in the plight of the SeaKing--with no 
new helicopters to show for it. We're a 
decade past due on our duty to supply 
ground forces with properly armoured 
trucks and jeeps--current vehicles can 
barely withstand a flat tire. And to prop 
up our now shameful navy (we have the 
world's longest coastline, you know), we 
purchased four decrepit submarines from 
the Royal British Navy. 
One of the rust-buckets, the HMCS 
Chicoutimi, caught fire about 200 kilo-
metres off the shores of Ireland last week, 
leaving the sub stranded on the surface in 
high seas without power. 
The fire, which occurred in an electri-
cal panel, ended in tragedy as Lt. Chris 
Saunders of Halifax succumbed to smoke 
inhalation last Wednesday, en route to an 
Irish hospital. 
Although the death came as a sur-
prise--nine sailors were treated for smoke 
inhalation, but only Saunders and two 
others were airlifted out of the stricken 
sub--the four Victoria-class submarines 
have been mired by problems. 
One of the subs has a rusted hull while 
another spent months in dry-dock await-
ing repair on a large dent in the body. 
Crews have worked feverishly to make the 
subs seaworthy and validate the $750 mil-
lion investment, even "vulturing" parts 
from one sub to fix another. The Brits 
originally offered the subs to the Chretien 
government in the mid-'90s. So, naturally, 
we sat down and thought about it-for a 
half-dozen years. During that time of deep 
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thought, the subs sat and waited, allowing 
corrosion to parry on. 
Now, it's hard to make light of a situa-
tion where a Canadian sailor made the 
ultimate sacrifice, but that ultimate sacri-
fice wouldn't have been necessary had a 
politician or two had the guts to make a 
move without worrying about sacrificing 
their most treasured possession--their 
career. 
Cheney Caught 
Math-Debating 
In last Tuesday's Vice Presidential debate, 
Dick Cheney offered an olive branch to 
the Kerry-Edwards camp by completely 
goofing on his attacks and fudging the 
facts. 
Although Edwards came out of the 
debate looking like an adolescent about to 
have sex for the first time--shaky, awk-
ward, easily distracted, and wearing the 
biggest shit-eating grin ever worn--it was 
Cheney who misfired early and often, 
leaving the Bush-Cheney campaign feel-
ing a little soft. 
In the heaviest hit yet landed in any of 
the debates, Cheney scored big by attack-
ing Edwards' attendance record in the 
Senate. Over the past year, Edwards has 
missed 33 of 36 Senate hearings. As the 
Senate leader--one of the roles the Vice 
President plays--Cheney claimed that 
Edwards was so absent that "the first time 
[he] ever met [Edwards] was when [he] 
walked on stage" at the debate. Sadly, 
that's not so. A video from a Senate prayer 
breakfast in 2001 shows Cheney sitting 
next to Edwards, shortly before he thanks 
Edwards for attending. Nice one, Dick. 
Cheney also fudged the numbers on 
American casualties and expenditures for 
the war in Iraq, the not-so-sparkly deal-
ings and partnerships between 
Halliburton and Iran and Libya, and the 
voting record of John Kerry in the Senate. 
One of the more touching moments 
came when Senator Edwards commended 
Vice President Cheney for his courage to 
have a gay daughter. Oh, the sacrifice. 
Cheney used his 30-second rebuttal to 
simply thank Edwards. Then they kissed. 
Although John Edwards fared much 
better in the debate, he was still flawed. 
In claiming that the administration 
lobbied Congress to cut the pay of troops 
while they were on the ground in Iraq, 
Edwards erred in that the lobbying never 
happened, according to FactCheck.org. 
Speaking of FactCheck.org, Cheney 
gave billionaire philanthropist George 
Soros a much needed endorsement when 
he instructed his minions of debate 
watchers to verify his statements at 
FactCheck.com, an empty URL that 
transfers to www.georgesoros .com 
instead-a site that leads with the head-
line "Why We Must Not Re-elect George 
Bush." 
The whole debate was a rehashing of 
campaign slogans and fuzzy math, and 
isn't it super embarrassing when someone 
catches you massaging the numbers while 
math-debating? 
It's a Jail Thing 
Convicted domestic diva Martha Stewart 
checked in to her low-security digs early 
Friday morning, arriving eight hours 
before her scheduled entry in order to 
avoid a media circus. 
Martha will be wearing a low-thread-
count cotton weave complemented by 
thin pinstripes to elongate her legs, a 
quaint number bar bearing 55170-054, 
and matching accessories consisting of a 
matte steel mug, stubby pencils (that can 
news 
double as delightful hair pins or makeshift 
shivs) , and her very own seatless porcelain 
crap per. 
Upon her 6:15am entrance to the 
prison, known affectionately as "Camp 
Cupcake" in Alderson, West Virginia, 
Martha was subjected to a routine strip 
search, complete with a "squat and cough" 
to look for contraband-like cookies, 
cardigans, and directions for the perfect 
summer mint julep. Martha is in Camp 
Cupcake to serve a five-month sentence 
for lying about her shady stock-market 
dealings. Ironically, had Martha admitted 
culpability when originally charged, she 
would have only faced a light fine. What a 
badass-totally cutthroat and she makes a 
mean batch of muffins. It reminds me of a 
certain Other Press editor. 
Camp Cupcake, whose nickname has 
been around since before the Martha era, 
is home to 1,055 female inmates convict-
ed of non-violent federal crimes ranging 
from dealing crack to concealing firearms. 
Inside, there is a group of troublemakers 
known as the "DCs" who are undoubted-
ly chomping at the bit to get their hands 
on the media mogul. Most of the inmates 
hale from the Washington, DC, area, a 
region that my 6'3", 235lb, scared white-
boy friend who lives there won't even fuck 
with. 
Good luck, Martha. And whatever you 
do, don't drop the soap-I don't care what 
kind of special chamomile tealeaf herbal 
aloe blend it is, just let it go. 
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"The Way Things Sometimes Are," 
Wherein we'll discuss: 
1) Sunrise, 
2) Fake ID's (with commentary on chang 
ing identities), 
3) The puzzling nature of Brazilian 
Immigration. 
The following took place during a 30-
second period on October 6, 2004, inside 
my head. It is meant to represent what I 
saw and thought at sunrise that day. 
I've always loved sunrises, especially on 
sunny "Indian Summer" days like today. 
But not today, I will see sunrise today. 
I won't pull up the covers and roll over, 
content to sleep away another sunrise. 
Today, I will see it. 
It's important to make a distinction 
here: There's a big difference berween sun-
rise when you've slept and sunrise when 
you're still up. I want sunrise seen through 
puffy eyes, coffee in hand after a restful 
night's sleep. Yep, that's what I want. 
Staying up all night is great and all, but 
I've done that. More times than I'd care to 
count. I'll do it again, rest assured, but 
we'll discuss that during a 3am beach 
stroll, berween swigs of cheap red wine, on 
a night where we write songs in the sand, 
J) \ ~~\b\'(\ ~~~~~ 
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But I've also always hated getting up early 
in the morning. I'm like that quote from 
The Beastie Boys' Check Your Head: 
"You're stupid. You should sleep late. It's 
just much easier on your constitution." 
It's clear to me now: I've been conflict-
ed. And what do we do when there is 
conflict like this in our lives, when there is 
a "tug o'war" berween what we want to be 
and what we are? Usually nothing. Who 
has the time to think about such things? 
There are jobs to be done, people to woo, 
not to mention a world to save berween 
buying the groceries, paying the bills, and 
getting an education. It's all habitual. 
Patterns, I mean. Get up, make coffee, 
check the e-mail, eat a bite of toast, light a 
smoke, you get the idea. 
each word another note. Or something 
like that. 
Why sunrise? Simple. My new photo 
ID contains a picture of the sun bursting 
through the clouds. That's me right now. 
Well, actually, I don't have such an ID, 
yet. But I should. I'm gonna find a biker, 
one that does quality work, and get my 
passport doctored to reflect this new me. 
This me, that not only loves, but "is" sun-
rise. This sun will have all my usual 
photographic qualities, the inevitable half 
smirk, bed head, and standard-issue 
stunned expression. Except that it'll be a 
sunrise. 
I couldn't use this ID around here, 
though, nope. Canadian ID-checkers tend 
to lack the artistic imagination to under-
stand why a sunrise ID is necessary. I'll 
have to relocate. To ... say ... Brazil. Yes, 
that's it. Brazilian Immigration officials 
will understand. The people that have 
brought the world "Carnaval In Rio" will 
understand. They will smile big smiles, 
nod knowingly, and accept me-not as 
some ex-patriot tourist-but as a "man of 
the people." They will smile and nod 
before wishing me luck. And they'll mean 
it too, these Brazilian Immigration offi-
cials. 
In this South American paradise, 
where most of Mother Nature's climes are 
represented-mountains, deserts, tropical 
rainforests, and temperate coastal 
regions-they will understand why I've 
chosen sunrise. They will understand how 
sunrise is universal, how it recognizes no 
borders. They will intuitively know that I 
am there for all , rich/poor, healthy/sick, 
man/woman/ child. 
I saw the sunrise this morning and 
thought, "What ifi was that sunrise?" I'd 
be eternally arriving, always greeted by the 
eyes of those willing to get up and see. I'd 
be new like morning, with the innocence 
of infants and a burst like pure energy. 
Hope would spring eternal as my orbital 
mission plowed forever on. And when I 
got tired, I'd settle somewhere good. 
Somewhere warm, mysterious, and invit-
ing. Someplace like Brazil. That sounds 
about right. Brazil. I should do this more 
often. 
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Soaking Smokers 
CF Miley, Opinions E ditor 
Last week, I saw two people smoking out-
side of the southeast first-floor doors, just 
under the day-care playground. I hap-
pened to be looking in their direction 
when the strangest thing happened, a 
bucket of water came barreling 
down and soaked this guy. I was 
stunned, and looked up to find out 
where this "mystery water" had come 
from. 
I'm a naturally analytical person, so 
I pieced together an explanation 
almost immediately. When it's sunny, 
people tend to smoke wherever the 
heck they want, so long as they're 
outside. Normally, I'm all for this. 
Not so in this case. When we smok-
ers smoke on the veranda, one floor down from 
a day-care playground, our smoke wafts up and 
into the pink lungs of the playing kids. That's 
not cool. 
What is needed is some signage where smokers 
can actually see it, something other than the usual, 
" o Smoking" signs. Something in 
plain language, like, "No Smoking. 
Kids Pla¥iflg Above." The day-care 
has made some signs, but they are 
Getting Heard is 
llai'IB' lhan blr 
David Suzuki, The D avid Suzuki Foundation 
This year marks my 25th as host of The Nature of Things. 
Recently, an interviewer asked how television programs 
have changed over a quarter of a century. Reflecting on 
the answer, I think that the changes in programs mirror 
changes in society. · 
The Nature of Things began as a series in 1960 and is the 
longest-running series on CBC today. From Anik 1, our 
first communications satellite, to the birth control pill, 
test-tube babies, computers, genetic engineering, pollu-
tion, and climate change, the series has brought important 
issues to a large and loyal Canadian audience. You could 
say the program has been an electronic bridge, connecting 
DBblbBP 18/DIIU 
long, thin things, hung from a railing way 
up high, and are unreadable from the 
offender's location. If people under-
stood that their smoke was bothering 
playing children, they would smoke 
elsewhere. 
I've personally heard the day-care 
workers telling people not to smoke 
down there for over a year. So, 
someone finally took matters into 
their own hands, and in an act of 
pure vigilanteism decided to 
throw a bucket of water on the 
offending smokers. Thank the 
Goddess I didn't get soaked, or 
a bunch of children would be 
in counseling right now deal-
ing with the vicious beating they saw their 
beloved instructor take at my hands. Either 
that, or I would have marched up there and 
soaked the person right back. 
But I got the message, "Don't freaking 
smoke down there because the kids 
are breathing in your smoke." 
In the future, I'm going to 
look up before I light up. 
the country and keeping us abreast of the consequences 
of science when applied by industry, medicine, and the 
military. In contrast, the United States has never had a sci-
ence program in prime time on any of the major 
networks! 
Since I began my television career, there has been an 
explosive growth in the number of competing channels, 
to say nothing of computers and the Internet. And since 
remote controls came along, viewers have become mighty 
continued on page 10 
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Thanksgiving 
Lisa Leblanc, OP Contributor 
When you think "Thanks," what do you think of? 
Do you think, thanks for a sunny day? Thanks, 
Whoever's Up There, for dropping me off in 
Canada? That I got into school? As you ride the 
escalator up to the SkyTrain do you think, thanks 
that I don't have to walk home? 
As I roll up the escalator to the SkyTrain, I am 
three years old again, mesmerized by the steel 
rods under my feet. As the stairs flatten to fit 
through the crevice under the floor at the top, 
I'm transported back to Woolco in another time, 
gripping my mother's hand tightly so she can 
yank me back out of the black abyss, if need be. 
As the undulating metal morphs before my wide . 
eyes, I'm panicked that I'll forget to step off. 
Maybe I'll trip or I'll be too slow. I'm terrified 
that when we get to the top somehow I'll disap-
pear under the floor with the stairs. My toes are 
very small. They could easily get wedged in 
between the floor and the metal steps as they dis-
appear. My soft pink toes wouldn't stand a chance 
against the power of the gears and grinding 
motors returning the steel stairs to the bottom. 
The rest of me would just get sucked right under 
the floor to who knows where! 
And I think I know where. At home we have 
a Medical Encyclopedia with lots of diagrams. 
Apparently, (according to the Encyclopedia) 
inside our bodies are small elevator shafts run by 
miniscule men in tiny hardhats. They transport 
food from our mouths to our stomachs and 
beyond. I guess that explains the rumbling noises 
that come from our stomachs. Maybe tiny eleva-
tor men work the gizmo that runs the escalator 
stairs, too. If I did get sucked into their under-
world, maybe I would be something like 
Gulliver-a captured giant, maybe kept as a slave. 
I could spend the rest of my life exploited as 
their giant workhorse, hauling those escalator 
stairs up and down like Sisyphus eternally pqsh-
ing his rock uphill. And what would I eat down 
there? Those tiny men couldn't have enough 
food for all of me! 
These days, when I get to the top of the esca-
lator, I do somehow manage to jump off every 
time. As I near the top, I still want to reach for my 
mother's hand, though, but I can't. She's been 
gone for quite a while now. I think about those 
tiny men hidden in the floorboards and I say 
thanks to no one in particular. Just thanks for a 
moment that makes sense. 
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skittish, flicking from channel to channel like a hum-
mingbird. 
and has to be left alone for a while to recover its sensitiv-
ity to the stimulus. Psychologically, there is an analogous 
observation. When a buzzer goes off, we may be startled 
and find it too loud to think. But if the buzzer ~ontinues, 
over time, we find the noise recedes and we don't even 
notice it any more. 
In such a world, how do we attract and keep an audi-
ence? The same way everyone else does-by shouting, by 
being sensational, sexier, more violent, and more superfi-
cial. When I began as host of The Nature of Things, we 
attracted between 18 and 25 percent of the audience at 
that time, and when a rating of less than half-a-million 
viewers came in, we were very worried. We haven't had a 
million people in over 10 years! In fact, the last time we 
had a blockbuster audience was for a program titled 
"Phallacies," all about the penis. 
..,... In the neurosciences, there is a fascinating phenome-
non called "habituation." When a neuron is isolated with 
an electrode inserted to measure electrical impulses, it 
can be stimulated and shown to be excited with an elec-
trical discharge. When the stimulus is repeated, the 
response is smaller and slower. But when repeated stim-
ulation results in no response, the neuron is "habituated" 
We can extend the analogy of neuronal habituation in 
our viewing habits. In the cacophony of programs all 
clamouring for attention, our demand for novelty 
increases so we want more jolts per minute or we think 
"it's boring," "it drags," or "it's too slow." And this habit-
uation occurs even more rapidly among journalists . 
When I try to get media attention to climate change, I'm 
often told, "that's an old story," "what's the new angle?," 
or "we've covered that to death." 
We can see it in our attention to terrorism. When a 
hostage is taken and murdered, we are shocked and out-
raged. But subsequent killings of hostages fail to elicit 
the same level of response. We've heard about it already. 
When Conspiracy Theories Go Mainstream 
hold this "tiny group" theory are 
likewise united in their belief 
that they alone hold the supreme 
truth, and that most of main-
stream society has been duped 
by the tiny group's propaganda 
efforts. 
What struck me as interesting 
about this list was the way in 
which it can so easily be used to 
describe much of modern-day 
political discourse. Conspiracy 
theories have now gone main-
stream in many political spheres. 
While once logic and solid evi-
dence were necessary elements 
in forming a political world-view, 
increasingly, such rational think-
ing is being eclipsed by the easy answers 
and circular reasoning of conspiracy the-
ories. 
So in trying to get media attention, terrorists turn to mul-
tiple hostages, suicide bombings, taking over planes and 
using them as weapons, beheadings on camera, and cap-
turing and murdering hundreds of children. Where will it 
end? Each escalation in horror becomes a new threshold 
that the next one will have to top. 
And so it goes with environmental issues. Is it any 
wonder that environmentalists are sometimes dismissed 
as fear mongers in a world where dangers and risks must 
continually escalate or else be dismissed as yesterday's 
story? Surely we need a better way for society to engage 
in such important issues. Otherwise, in this game of one-
upmanship, the public will always lose. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn more at 
<www.davidsuzuki.org> . 
I was reading a fascinating book the other 
day by Skeptic Magazine founder Michael 
Shermer entitled, W-?Y People Believe Weird 
Things. In it, Shermer analyzes at great 
lengths the various bizarre, fringe subcul-
tures that exist within our society, such as 
alien-believers, creation-scientists, and 
holocaust deniers. At one point he quotes 
a list of the most common characteristics 
of fringe groups. The biggest common 
thread among all fringe ideologies is the 
belief that a tiny, unrepresentative group 
controls everything, and uses its powers 
for sinister intents. This group obviously 
controls the US government, and by 
extension, most other governments of 
the world. The extent of their control 
makes democratic government a sham, 
and thus participating in elections is 
deemed pointless. Fringe believers who 
For example, the Far Left has always 
relied on conspiracy theories to some 
degree, but in this current environment 
of war and terrorism, their views have 
become even more extreme. In their rhet-
oric, the tiny group that controls the 
world continues to be the bourgeoisie 
capitalist, "business" class. Words like 
"corporation" and "multinational" are 
thrown around as the world's villains, 
without any sort of attempt. at offering a 
more specific definition as to whom these 
monsters are. It is "corporations" that 
control the White House, and corpora-
tions tl;lat enslave the third world. 
Corporations start wars for their own 
interest, and are completely oblivious and 
indifferent to human suffering. To be part 
of a corporation is to be a soulless drone 
with blood on your hands. Corporations 
are all united in their goals and all serve 
each others' interests. Participating in 
democracy is thus meaningless, as all 
political parties are part of the ominous 
"corporate agenda." 
In the Middle East, by contrast, it's the 
continued on page 11 
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While once logic and solid evidence 
were necessary elements in forming a 
political world-view, increasingly, such 
rational thinking is being eclipsed by 
the easy answers and circular reason-
ing of conspiracy theories. 
Jews who do it all. A secret Jewish cabal 
holds the puppet strings over all the 
world's governments, especially the US, 
which is really just a proxy of Israel. All 
wars are fought on Israel's behalf, the Jews 
control the media to stifle criticism of 
their policies, and alleged incidents of 
anti-Semitic discrimination and prejudice 
are either greatly exaggerated, or outright 
fabricated, in order to create public sym-
pathy. 
I'm not oblivious to the fact that such 
fringe beliefs have found their way into 
some sectors of the political right as well. 
There are militia groups who remain 
deeply paranoid about the creeping 
effects of a sinister "New World Order" 
being planned by the illuminati behind the 
scenes. Every single politician is a social-
ist, communist, or worse, and the world as 
we know it will probably collapse into a 
totalitarian global-dictatorship within the 
next few decades. 
Other conspiracies are more main-
NIGHTCLUB 
stream. In Canada, for example, our soci-
ety and political culture encourage us to 
believe the ''Americans" are engaged in 
some elaborate conspiracy to take all of 
our resources. The politicians love to drag 
this one out when their numbers are low, 
and accuse their opponents of being 
complicit in the conspiracy to win votes. 
Then of course there is also the secret 
"Gay Agenda," the military-industrial 
complex, the all-powerful Vatican. The 
list goes on and on. 
It is not hard to understand the appeal 
of conspiracy theories such as these. To 
believe in one is to believe you hold a 
monopoly on the truth, and are thus part 
of a brilliant few who hold advanced 
knowledge and insight that the rest of 
ignorant society is oblivious to. To put 
things in even simpler terms, conspiracies 
are popular because they're simple. They 
bring certainty to those who would other-
wise find the world frustratingly 
complicated and inconclusive. Was the 
Iraq war launched due to a combination 
of President Bush's political naivete, 
faulty CIA intelligence, emotional public 
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demand, and aggressive ideological advi-
sors? Or was it launched because "the 
corporations" wanted oil? Or because 
"the Jews" told Bush to? Which explana-
tion sounds coolest? 
Perhaps the rising popularity of con-
spiratorial politics is simply yet another 
sign of a society that is denigrating into a 
culture of instant gratification and easy 
answers. In the old days, if something 
sounded too easy, it was deemed probably 
not true. Sadly, the opposite now seems to 
be the case, with complex explanations 
being dismissed as the "propaganda" of 
the elites, while the most simplistic con-
spiracy theories are praised for being 
"unconventional" and "thought-provok-
ing." 
Ah well. If anyone needs me, I'll be at 
the Neocon Zionist meeting. The elders 
are going to tell me what to write about 
next week. Oops, did I say that out loud? 
54-~ CHURCH ST. NEW WEST. 604-~525~1932 
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A Dirty Shame 
Kali Thurber, A&E Editor 
John Waters has done it again. Just when 
we thought he must have gone too far 
with his scandalous movies (Pink 
Flamingos, Cecil B. Demented) and that he 
II I ObhBPPPB99 
should have been swept up under the 
great, soiled rug of controversial film-
makers, he spits out his newest film-A 
Dirry Shame. Unashamed and seriously 
uncensored, A Dirry Shame is an outra-
geous comedy about a grouchy, old town 
gone sex-crazy. 
The fantastical 
plot follows the 
working - cl ass 
storeowner Sylvia 
Stickles as she 
grumbles through 
Harford Road with 
disgust for the 
townspeople who 
seem to have magically 
discovered their commu-
nal libido. Sylvia is a 
bitter, old hag-that is, 
until she goes into a coma 
after a mysterious accident 
and wakes up a sex addict. 
With Ray Ray (the sexual 
healer) as the leader of 
the villainous libertines 
who're scheming to 
convert all of 
Harford Road to 
sexual addiction, 
and Big Ethel (the 
biggest prude in 
town) rallying the 
"neuters" to maintain 
their sex-hating ways, A 
Dirry Shame is a classic tale of good ver-
sus evil. The plot strucrure seems very 
much like one of a cheesy porno flick 
from the '70s, and that being said, this 
film should really be plunked into the 
XXX video category because the last 30 
minutes of it is just one big, nasty, orgy. 
Aside from the con-
cluding orgy, there's also 
a familial element to the 
story, which spans three 
generations of women. 
Interestingly enough, 
Big Ethel, the proud 
fighter for "neuter nor-
mality" is mother to the 
sexed-up Sylvia. And 
Sylvia has a monstrous-
ly large-breasted, 
exhibitionist daughter, 
named Caprice (Selma 
Blair), or perhaps more 
favourably known as 
Ursula Udders. All 
three of these charac-
ters are played 
exquisitely, but the real 
talent comes from 
Sylvia, who is played by 
an extremely versatile 
Tracey Ullman. As the 
movie goes on, Sylvia is 
continually getting hit 
in the head, which rurns 
her back into her old, sexless 
self. Tracey Ullman bounces 
between a wretched, trailer-
trash hooker and a sour, old 
woman with the ease of a 
feather. If it is possible for 
someone to shine in such an 
offensive and revolting movie, 
Ullman does it with such trashy 
grace that it almost hurts to 
watch. 
The naughty soundtrack is 
another aspect of this movie 
that's done to perfection. With 
shiny oldies that you've proba-
bly never heard before, like 
James Intveld's "Let's Go 
Sexin'," Connie Vannett's "The 
Pussy Cat Song," and Billy Lee 
Riley's "Red hot," it's a collec-
tion of songs that is guaranteed 
to get you all hot and bothered. 
This movie has a whole lot to 
offer-it will educate viewers 
on various ludicrous sexual 
fetishes, (the prize goes to 
sploshers, who enjoy pouring 
Chunky soup and other saucy 
foods on their genitals) and 
teach you all sorts of new lingo 
to mock both the over-
sexed and the sexless 
("neuter" is the greatest 
slang for the under-
sexed that I've 
ever heard). It 
will make you laugh 
so hard that when 
you emerge from 
the theatre your 
cheeks will hurt. 
True, it may be 
nervous laughter 
due to the shock 
of seeing so many 
crude situations, 
but at least we 
know Waters still 
has the knack for 
repulsing audi-
ences to this 
degree. 
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• •uacoJre and heavy music beware. Dillinger is 
to decapitate~our heads and feast upon 
• <JULUII! brains. For those of you unfamiliar with 
The Dillinger Escape Plan, they have been one of the domi-
nating forces of hardcore during the past five years. In 1999, 
Dillinger released one of the most intense, hard-hitting, com-
plex, and mind-bogglingly chaotic albums to grace your 
friendly neighbourhood underground record store. 
Five years, three line-up changes, and one EP later, we 
have Miss Machine. This album is defi-
nitely not what I expected, 
however, it is what I hoped for. 
Although Miss Machine has 
enough abrasion to convert a 
cement truck to dust, it also 
contains hooks and digestible 
melodies. And there are even 
cellos in one song. What's that 
you say? Cellos? Yeah, frickin' cel-
los, man. 
The album opens up with the 
scorching song, ''Van D amsel," 
and it feels like a punch in the 
face ... in a good way. For the first 
30 seconds or so, I thought I was 
listening to Calculating Infinity pt.2, 
but then, what's that? Dynamic pro-
duction? Is that a shiny, orgasmic 
convergence of all the instruments 
that I hear? Yes, yes, it is. There are a 
lot of slow-then-fast, soft-then-hard 
parts on this album, which creates a 
APb9 and DDbHPbHiDmenb 
very nice contrast and pushes the effectiveness of the chaot-
ic, face-smashing elements of the album to higher levels. The 
album slows down a bit on track five, which has the cello in 
it. At this point everything is pretty chill until track nine, 
"Baby's First Coffin," which 
hits like a ton of garbage cans 
on your face. Track ten, 
"Unretrofied," is shockingly 
mellow, and (gasp) soberly 
arranged. The album ends 
sounding pretty much like 
their earlier stuff. 
If you've never heard 
The Dillinger Escape Plan 
before, this album may be 
worth buying just for the 
brain-shorting guitar 
antics-Ben Wienman, 
and Brian Benoit make 
James Hetfield and Kirk 
Hammet sound like a 
couple of five-year-
olds with ukuleles. 
Also, they have the 
best drummer in the 
universe-period. 
...............................................•...........•..•...•..............•..........•......•......•........ ,. 
Brady Ehler, OP Contributor 
Converge is back with their fourth "true" studio 
album, entided YoN Fail Me. This album is a collection 
of horrifying, relendess, and utterly furious songs 
about the weaknesses and failures of human beings. 
This is Converge's first album on the legendal") punk-
rock label Epitaph, and the first full-lenh>th to be 
released after their split from Equal Vision. 
}oN Fail Me picks up where 2001 s Jane Doe left off, 
dealing with the residual affects of a relationship gone 
bad. The lyrical content, however, is more universally 
focused and wider in scope. As with Converge's previ-
ous releases, the lyrics are deeply poetic, painfully 
honest, and at times even profound. If you listen ve11· 
closely on two or three of this album's tracks, you may 
be able to discern what vocalist Jacob Bannon is 
screaming about. For the rest of the album, however, 
I would suggest following along with the lyric sheet. 
In a musical sense, the band has expanded into new 
sonic territory with this album. Not to say that YoN Fail 
Mt doesn't sound like a Converge album. It does, and 
as such it is extremely heavy, loud, and fast. However, 
the walls of power chords and straight-ahead hardcore 
punk foundations have been shaken up even more 
here than in ]fJIIdJ 
Convetge co 
s conventioaal 
to expand their sound with 
aod soag tructures. and thete 
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are even a couple mellow moments on this album. For 
example, the album intro, "First Light," the mid-album 
acoustic, and to a lesser degree, the final terror-inspir-
ing opus, "Hanging Moon" all feel much calmer than 
the rest of the album. 
If you have never heard of Converge before, 
beware: this is not your grand-pappy's music, and ~ 
will never see a Converge video on the Much Mus,¥ 
Co\mtdown. If you like bands like HatebrCed arid 
Terror than you might really enjoy, or even love, this 
disc. If your appreciation for heavy music starts with 
Papa Roach and ends with Korn then don't waste your 
time with this one. If you do like Converge, check 
out Bannon's Death Wish Records at 
<www.deathwishinc.com>. Also, let it be known that 
the beast is on tour and they are dropping by Seattle 
on October 16_. 
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. Money for Nothing and Your Chicks for free 
K and n in the Pub 
K: Pat's Pub has always sounded like a 
bar with promise to me. Good local 
bands come here to rock, and Terminal 
Ciry's John Cow raved about it in "Eye In 
The Sky" back before it was chock full of 
asterisks. But here we are on a Saturday 
night, looking forward to finally seeing 
They Shoot Horses, Don't They?, and it's 
announced that it's last call! It is 11 pm on 
a weekend and they're telling me the 
show is over? They can't be serious. 
A: Seriously, Pat, why you gotta leave me 
hangin'? So we just watched Shapes and 
Sizes from Victoria. If you ask me they 
have solid potential (I'm sorry, I don't 
mean for that to sound condescending) 
despite the heckling old man beside me 
who intermittently raised his crotchety, 
old voice, making comparisons to Mary 
They Shoot Horses Don't They? 
Poppins and pleading for country rock. 
K: It seems to me that potential is the 
best possible word that any self-respect-
ing group could ask for. If a band has 
surpassed having "potential," then they 
have nothing left to play for. So yes, I 
would agree that Shapes and Sizes have 
solid potential. Bands that pull out an 
accordion, a trumpet, and a tuba for one 
song will always get my vote. And now 
they're being followed by They Shoot 
Horses, Don't They?, who possess such 
an incredible amount of energy it seems 
possible that the itsy-bitsy stage could 
collapse. 
A: Wow, this band makes me feel like a 
mouthful of Poprocks and Corona, 
while parade-marching through a New 
Orleans graveyard with Fred Penner. If 
they ever need to crowd the stage any-
more, I'll raise my hand. 
K: Me too. I think it's okay to be a 
groupie if the band in question has a 
sax-is that a form of instrumentalism? 
A: Oh no, but perhaps I only say that to 
justify the fact that the slightest glimpse 
of a banjo makes me weak in the knees 
(or at least weak in my judgments). 
K: I heard that weak knees are a sign of 
a strong heart. It's some sort of feng shui 
for the body or something. I don't know 
though, I could just be talkin' shit. You 
know, to be honest, I've always tried to 
steer clear of big bands because it seems 
too easy. If you throw a whole whack of 
instruments onto one stage, it's almost 
guaranteed to impress. But They Shoot 
Horses must have an impeccably keen 
ear to incorporate the sounds of eight 
people so smoothly. 
A: I just mistakenly used a washroom 
with an "Out of Order" sign on the 
door. It seemed to work just fine, maybe 
it's just the regulars being tricky. 
(Quoting the bathroom stall: "Birds are 
mostly clumsy on land" ... hmm.) As the 
mural of Willie Nelson overlooks the 
band, I must say that if they are shooting 
horses, let the slaughter continue because 
it sounds great (and I've never been a 
pony girl anyway). 
K: Pony girls are so bloody wholesome 
that they freak me out worse than hippy 
clowns. They Shoot Horses makes me 
want to kick my shoes off and shake my 
hands in the air, but Pat's Pub is a bit of 
a letdown for closing down at midnight. 
A: Yeah, silly hippies, silly Pat. It's a good 
thing that I'm too broke to keep drinking 
and too tired to keep cracking hippy 
jokes. That's all I've got. And as my 
grandma still says every time I leave her 
house, "Look both ways before you 
cross the street." 
Do You Suffer From Acne? 
No Drugs! 
No Cream! 
BLU-U PHOTODYNAMIC THERAPY IS THE ANSWER 
FACIAL 
REJUVENATION CLINIC 
WVI/IIII.fcclcl~uvenationclinic.com 
CAW.. TODAY ~A FREE! CONSUI.tA1'JCIN 
604-76.3-SKIN (7546) 
tr701-1281 West Georgia St. #270-6091 Gilbert Rd. 
Vancouver Richmond 
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Phantom Brave 
I see dead people-and then I bind them 
to various household objects and use 
them to fight evil. Yeah, that's pretty 
much the order of the day when dealing 
with ippon !chi's new Strategy RPG, 
Phantom Brave. The ultimate question is 
whether or not this RPG lives up to its 
predecessors, Disgaea: Hour of Darkness, 
and, La Pucelle Tactics, but hey, that's what 
I'm here for. 
First off, this game has no worldly 
con'nection to either Disgaea or La Pucelfe; 
it is its own new world with a new set of 
characters. In the world of Phantom Brave, 
there are people called Chormas, who can 
see spirits. Chormas also have the power 
to battle the spirits and, in some cases, 
even use other spirits to fight them with. 
Marona, a 13-year-old 
Chorma who lost 
her parents eight 
years earlier, is 
c o n sta n t l y 
accompanied by 
her sp!tlt 
guardian, Ash. 
Ash was a 
swordsman who died protecting Marona's 
parents eight years earlier. With their last 
bit of strength, Marona's parents had tried 
to bring Ash back to the world of the liv-
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ing, but failed and now he's 
trapped as a phantom between 
the world of the living and the 
dead. I guess a phantom is techni-
cally dead, but if Disgaea taught us 
anything, it was that if you die you 
will most likely end up as a Prinny. 
Where the story becomes a down-
er is the fact that most of the 
people in the world of Phantom 
Brave believe that Marona is pos-
sessed, and is going to raise an 
army of the dead to reign terror 
and enslave humanity. So most of 
the people Marona encounters in 
the game call her possessed and 
scream at her to go away. But Marona's 
the type of person who just acts all happy, 
and tries to please everyone. Thankfully, it 
seems like some personal growth is in 
order for Marona, because people who 
are way too happy in a bad situation tend 
to get on your nerves. I should also note 
that there is a special edition of the game 
which comes with a CD soundtrack in the 
box, but it's only indicated on the back of 
the box in small print. It's a special edi-
tion, so it's easy to miss. 
Nippon Ichi outdid itself for innova-
tion in strategy RPGs-the grid system is 
gone, the battlefield is now longer and 
arranged in neat, little squares, and there is 
a circular radius of movement. It's odd at 
first but it does have its advantages, 
such as being able to move more 
than once in a turn, as well as after 
attacking. But a problem arises with 
lining up attacks and their ranges, 
and whenever a few characters start 
fighting they tend to want to 
stick to small areas. This 
ends up looking far too 
crowded, and makes it dif-
ficult to use some attacks. 
As for the fighting itself, the 
only character that is alive in 
your party is Marona, and she 
binds the ghosts in your party 
to common objects on the bat-
tlefield. These objects modify 
the character's stats. The char-
acter can also only be on the 
field for a limited number of 
turns, dependent on their class and 
level. This adds a whole new dimension of 
strategy since you have to thoroughly plan 
out when you should bring out a charac-
ter to avoid wasting any turns. 
The equipment system is vastly di ffer-
ent from a normal RPG. For instance, you 
can only hold one weapon at a time, 
which can be any type of object on the 
battlefield. So you've got characters wield-
ing trees, and nothing says badass like a 
ghost wielding a Christmas tree. These 
weapons, which include swords for those 
traditional RPG fans, can be upgraded 
with points gained by killing enemies. And 
APbG a no 
those are the basics of the system. There 
is also a merging of characters' systems, 
that I believe is similar to the transmigra-
tion option of Disgaea, but the effects 
early in the game aren't really there to be 
seen. 
So, the overall verdict is that I'm not as 
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impressed with Phantom Brave as I was 
with Disgaea, though, to be fair, I have 
been playing Disgaea for over a year now. 
This might end up in the category with La 
Pucelle, because the game is enjoyable, but 
I'm not going to take the time to squeeze 
every ounce of game play out of it. 
Expression 
5!j: Darren Paterson 
To a poet, 
There is oni!J one thing worse than death. 
And that is to be unable to express them-
selves. 
The reason is that ... uh ... 
oh damn it! what was I going to Sa!J there? 
Wait, one thing worse than death ... 
inabilit!J to express ... 
and ... urn ... 
DAMN THIS WORLD! 
c===nPbB and DDbHPbHiDIHUb===================== 
Kali Thurber, A&E Editor 
Campus fvents 
Faculty Recital 
Presented by Noon at New West, with Erica 
Morthcott, soprano, and Michael Strutt on guitar and 
lute. Performing Arts Theatre, Oct. 14, 12:30pm 
Faculty Recital 
Presented by Noon at New West, with Blair Fisher on 
trumpet, and Barrie Barrington on piano. Performing 
Arts Theatre, Oct. 21, 12:30pm 
Fair Trade Fair 
Presented by the Douglas Students' Union, the Fair 
Trade Market will be held in the upper lounge of the 
Students' Union Building at the New West campus, 
Oct. 20--22, 11am-3pm. A BBQ lunch will be held on 
Oct. 20 
Outward Leaning Inward 
Presented by the Amelia Douglas Gallery, with art-
work by Don Hutchinson and Chris Pool. To Oct 29. 
For info call 604.527.5495 
Theatre 
Sunday on the Rocks 
Defiant Theatre Collective presents Theresa Rebeck's 
play about roommates revealing their secrets· to each 
other during a booze-fuelled conversation. Railtown 
Theatre. To Oct. 16, at 8pm. Tickets $15 / 12 at Biz 
Books. For info call 604.734.1100 
Troy: City of Love 
Stuclio 58 presents slam poet Alexander Ferguson's 
reinventation of Euripides' tragedy with modern 
poetry, song, and humour. Stuclio 58. To Oct 17. 
Tickets $9/16 at Festival Box Office, 604.257.0366 
Charlotte's Web 
Down Stage Right Productions presents Joseph 
Robinette's stage adaptation of the classic children's 
book by E.B. White. Presentation House Theatre. To 
Oct. 23, Sat. 11 am and 2pm, Sun. 2pm. Tickets 
$15/11/18. For info call 604.990.3474 
Pack of Lies 
Deep Cove Stage Society presents Hugh Whitemore's 
mystery about espionage between neighbours, direct-
ed by Don Williams. Deep Cove Shaw Theatre. To 
Oct. 23, Wed. to Sat. at 8pm. For tickets and info call 
604.929.3200 
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A Flea in Her Ear 
A wildly farcical French classic about mistaken identi-
ties, misunderstanclings, and double entendres. 
Stanley Theatre. To Oct 24. For info call 604.687.1644 
l'he:~~~y;~~~ 
in v~~ rot a~ full t1igbtS at The 
Medi« Club. The Rheostatics are Canada's 
divine. verging on mythical, Gods of music, 
who, after 20-odd years of breaking up and 
making up, reconvene to bless Rheofanaties with 
their multi-day extravaganza. The frustrating 
limits of language become unbearably clear 
when trying to describe the Rheostatics music 
that so obviously defies categomation. With all 
members of the band holding their own unique 
musical style, it's a wonder they produce such a 
synergistic sound. But I have learned that it is 
best not to question those who play the music 
for your dreams. They have been called more 
names than elementary school bullies can come 
up with for the skinny kid in the corner ("prog-
rock," ''art-rock," and even ''orchestral 
psychedelia''). But Martin Tielli (guitarist) says, 
"The modus operandi of the Rheostatics is that 
you can be a complete buffoon one minute and 
then say something profound the next," which 
may explain why the band is difficult to pigeon 
hole. Let the days of Oct 19 to 23 be in your 
mind forever as the time you were privileged 
with the weirdness of the Rheostarics. 
Dracula: The Silver Scream 
Ellie King directs David Grapes and Robert Neblett's 
darkly comic, film-noir version of Bram Stoker's clas-
sic vampire tale. Burr Theatre. To Oct. 30. Tickets 
$12/18. For info call604.523.2877 
Concerts 
The Ska is Dead Tour 
The Nerve magazine presents performances by Planet 
Smashers, Mustard Plug, Catch 22, and Chris Murray. 
The Brickyard. Oct. 14. Tickets $15 at Scratch, Zulu, 
and Red Cat Records. For info call 604.734.1611 
Jill Townsend Big Band 
Seventeen-piece band premieres a four-movement 
suite by guitarist-composer Bill Coon. Vancouver 
East Cultural Centre. Oct. 14, 8pm. Tickets $17/11. 
For info call 604.251.1363 
Sarah Harmer 
Ontario singer-songwriter performs tunes from latest 
CD, All of Our Names, with guest Josh Ritter. Centre 
in Vancouver for Performing Arts. Oct. 16, 7:30pm. 
Tickets $32.50/ 27.50 at Ticketmaster, 604.280.4444 
Flogging Molly 
Celtic rockers, with guests Street Dogs and the Briggs. 
Commodore Ballroom. Oct. 18, 9pm. Tickets $21.50 
at Ticketmaster, Zulu, and Scratch Records 
Misfits 
Veteran horror-punk band, featuring original member 
Jerry Only, plus former Black Flag member Dez 
Cadena, and Marky Ramone. Sonar, Oct. 18, 9pm. 
Tickets at Zulu, Scratch, Highlife, and Noize! 
Records. For info call604.683.6695 
Bright Eyes 
Singer-songwriter from Nebraska, with guests Jim 
James and M. Ward. Commodore Ballroom. Oct. 19, 
9pm. Tickets $20 at Ticketmaster, 604.280.4444 
Princess Superstar 
New York hip-hop producer performs an electro set, 
with guests Czech and Dr. Jones. Sonar. Oct. 22, 
10pm. Tickets $14 at Boomtown, Zulu, and On Deck 
An Evocative Openness 
Drawings, paintings, and sculptures of heads by Joel 
Shack. Sidney and Gertrude Zack Gallery. To Oct. 13. 
For info call 604.257.5111 
Malcolm Lowry through the Eyes of Andrzej 
Brackoniecki 
Works by Andrzej Brackoniecki, along with photos, 
artifacts, and a video of Malcolm Lowry. Seymour Art 
Gallery. To Oct. 17. For info call604.924.1378 
One Year Anniversary Art Exhibition 
Featuring works by members of the Burrard Inlet 
Artists Association. Electronic Avenue Art Centre. To 
Oct 31. For info go to <www.electronic-avenue.ca/> 
Bodyscapes 
Photos of the human body by Jim Britton, Bill 
Henning, and John-Ward Leighton. Taf's Gallery 
Cafe. To Oct. 31. For info call 604.339.4938 
Plaid as Technology 
Recent paintings by Leslie Poole. Teck Gallery. To 
Nov. 15 
Massive Change: The Future of Global Design 
The international touring exhibition employs objects, 
sound, video, still photography, computer and satellite 
images, interactive technology, and three-climensional 
constructs to explore the impact of global design. 
Vancouver Art Gallery. To Jan. 3. For info call 
604.662.4 719 
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The Vote or Die Revolution 
Melissa Beedle, Features Editor 
Vote or Die! That's P. Diddy's Citizen 
Change campaign message, a movement 
aimed at getting a revolutionary number 
of under-30 voters in the upcoming pres-
Chicago in 1959," he said. "My life and his 
are totally different. It had me face the 
reality that I was under-appreciating the 
freedoms I had. I wanted to do something 
Its time for us to get involved, 
educated, motivated-we can 
change the world. 
idencial election. He's not the only 
celebrity trying to get people to vote. 
Cameron Diaz, Christina Aguilera, Drew 
Barrymore, and many more have climbed 
aboard the campaign to encourage people 
to exeroise their voting rights. 
I recently watched an Oprah episode 
about voting, and was struck by the 
celebrity activism. Is P. Diddy just trying 
to get people to vote? Or is he trying to 
get rid of President Bush? Why is it that 
more celebrities than ever are out there 
campaigning for voters? Some say it's 
because of the present political turmoil in 
the US. Others say it's to get Bush out of 
office. 
According to P. Diddy, who appeared 
on the Oprah episode, it was his critically 
acclaimed role in Broadway's The Raisin in 
the Sun that inspired him to get young peo-
pie involved in the voting process. 
"I was playing Walter E. Unger, who 
was growing up on the South Side of 
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positive with my power. I have a gift to 
communicate to young people, to get 
through to them and also my race [ .... ] It's 
time for us to get involved, educated, 
motivated-we can change the world. We 
can control the destiny of our future in 
this country, but we have to vote. I believe 
we're going to vote ovember 2nd. The 
revolution will be televised. Mark my 
words." 
"For years, people have wondered why 
young people and minorities are not 
involved in the voting process," P. Diddy 
continued, "they're disenfranchised. I 
wanted to come up with a slogan that will 
wake 'em up and let 'em know how it real-
ly is out here. People have died for us to 
have this right to vote and the rights we 
have today, and we must exercise that 
right. [ ... ] I wanted to come up with a slo-
gan that was really politically-incorrect, 
that was rock 'n' roll, that was hip-hop. 
That expressed what young people feel, 
and the urgency of the matter. When you 
vote a president into office, you're putting 
your life and the lives of your families in 
someone else's hands. You have to vote 
on November 2nd to have a say-so in your 
future." 
Also on Oprah, Cameron Diaz cried 
about the fact that people are not exercis-
ing their voting rights. 
Oprah: Cameron is having a moment. 
What is this about? 
Cameron: Well, I'm so proud of my 
friend [Drew Barrymore]. She took a 
whole year out of her busy schedule. She's 
a producer, she's an actor. [ . . . ] She did 
this to take the time to educate people 
about it. And then I started listening to 
people saying, 'Oh, I don't vote because it 
just doesn't affect me. And I just got over-
whelmed, because I think this is the best 
country in the world. And it just scares me 
that we're just going to squander it all 
away. That we're going to lay (sic) down 
and let people take it away from us. 
Oprah: I am very, very afraid. 
Cameron: I'm really scared. I don't 
know if you guys know this about our 
country [ ... ] but people-we're all alone 
right now. And, where we used to be the 
strongest in the world, we're alone. So, 
that's the beginning of something terrible, 
and so it's very important to go out there. 
Oprah: I know. You're afraid of what's 
going to happen if people do not vote. 
According to Diaz, it's a dangerous 
time for Americans because they are dis-
liked around the world now more than 
ever, part of her reason for being involved 
in the young voters drive. 
D rew Barrymore just finished a docu-
mentary called The Best Place to Start. She 
hired a camera crew and spent the year 
traveling around the US to learn how the 
voting system works. On her tour, 
Barrymore was determined to fmd out the 
state of voting in America. 
"I saw what I've discovered to become 
a vicious cycle," said Barrymore. "The 
kids aren't appealed to. They don't under-
stand what their issues are yet. But the 
candidates don't take the time to show 
them [young voters] what their issues are 
or appeal to those issues because they're 
[young voters] not voting." 
"To me, what became important about 
the voting was the vote itself [ .... ] What 
people went through [ .... ] The conclusion 
that I came to was that voting, for me, 
became about looking inside of myself 
and learning who I was and therefore try-
ing to fmd candidates and politicians that 
believe in the things that I believe in and 
will go and represent that to the rest of 
the country." 
More than 42 million Americans aged 
18-30 are eligible to vote in the US, but 
come the last election, only 37 percent 
actually voted. The youth voter drive is 
supposed to get the SO+ percent of non-
voters to vote in the upcoming November 
election. According to one statistic, only 
36 percent of young people vote. For 
more information, check out P. Diddy's 
website <www.citizenchange.org>. 
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Too Sweet to Swallow: 
Searching for the truth about aspartame 
Darren Shore, The Link (Concordia University) 
SACKVILLE, NB (CUP)-What legal 
substance has been accused of causing 
fibromyalgia, manic depression, multiple 
sclerosis, lupus, ADD, brain tumours, 
headaches, and seizures? Here's a hint: 
This chemical can be found in over 6,000 
products, including most diet pops, low-
calorie yogurts, and sugar-free gum. It is 
about 200 times sweeter than sugar. Still 
guessing? It's the artificial sweetener 
known as aspartame. 
Aspartame is currently the target of an 
international debate that has lasted sever-
al decades. Marketed as NutraSweet and 
Equal, aspartame is one of the most test-
ed food additives in the world. The World 
Health Organization (WHO), the US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
and the American Cancer Society all 
endorse it as a safe alternative to sugar. 
According to these bodies, no study to 
date has sufficiently proven that aspar-
tame is linked to any harmful disease or 
symptom. 
However, a search for "aspartame" on 
any Internet search engine results in a 
number of fanatical websites claiming the 
contrary. According to many of these 
sites, an obscene number of medical con-
ditions and negative symptoms can be 
linked to the casual consumption of 
aspartame. Follow a link, and you will be 
directed to a number of "aspartame 
detoxification programs," available for 
only a small fee per treatment. 
Despite these dramatic differences of 
opinion, sources do agree on the compo-
sition of aspartame. Aspartame is an 
artificial linkage of three chemicals: two 
amino acids called aspartic acid and 
phenylalanine, and a form of alcohol 
known as methanol. Both amino acids 
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An adult would have to con-
sume at least 28 cans of diet 
pop in order to reach his or her 
daily limit 
which could be solved by substituting 
aspartame. Regardless, aspartame still 
contains nothing of use to our bodies. 
Although the human body is able to toler-
ate the additive, it gains little from its 
digestion. 
None of the components of aspar-
tame accumulate in the bloodstream, 
reducing the risk of enduring health 
effects. However, the additive was 
approved only in 1981, leaving little time 
to study the long-term risks of repeated 
exposure. Like tobacco, the long-term 
effects of aspartame may have yet to be 
discovered--or revealed. Although test 
results appear to support claims that 
aspartame is safe, there could potentially 
be some truth to the millions of accusa-
tions condemning aspartame. 
naturally occur in foods containing pro-
tein, and methanol naturally occurs in 
many fruits and vegetables. 
Upon digestion, the body splits aspar-
tame into its three chemical components. · 
Methanol, phenylalanine, and aspartic 
acid are all poisonous to the body, but 
only in extremely large amounts. The 
amount of methanol produced by digest-
ing one can of diet soda is six times less 
than that produced by a serving of toma-
to juice. Likewise, a serving of non-fat 
milk produces about six times more 
phenylalanine and 13 times more aspartic 
acid than the same amount of a beverage 
sweetened with aspartame. Those who 
condemn aspartame use these "hazardous 
toxins" to prove aspartame's inherent evil, 
when in fact each chemical is harmless 
when consumed in regular serving 
amounts. 
Both the WHO and FDA have estab-
lished an acceptable daily intake for 
aspartame. That figure is the amount of 
an additive that can be safely consumed 
every day of one's life. According to the 
acceptable daily intake, an individual is 
able to consume 40 milligrams of aspar-
tame per kilogram of body weight. This is 
equivalent to 2,800 milligrams of aspar-
tame per day for the typical 70-kilogram, 
or 150-pound, adult. An average can of 
diet pop contains less than 100 
milligrams, meaning that an adult would 
have to consume at least 28 cans of diet 
pop in order to reach his or her daily limit. 
For a small percentage of the world's 
population, aspartame does pose an 
acknowledged risk. An estimated one in 
16,000 people suffer from a rare heredi-
tary disease known as phenylketonuria. 
The disease results in sensitivity to pheny-
lalanine, one of the components of 
aspartame. For this reason, the FDA 
requires that all products containing 
aspartame be labelled as containing 
phenylalanine. 
Proponents of the sweetener argue the 
long-term effects of sugar are much more 
detrimental to one's health than any 
effects of aspartame. Our society's sweet 
tooth has resulted in high levels of obesi-
ty, malnutrition, and tooth decay, all of 
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Well here I am again, thankful to the brim that the 
ational Lacrosse League has managed to sign a CBA, 
and just in case you've been training monkeys to take 
notes for you in class during the exact seven days 
between my submission deadlines (Sept. 30-0ct. 7) 
here' a little recap on what you've missed in the world 
of sports. 
In the CFL, Lui Passaglia was inducted into the 
Canadian Football Hall of fame along with Dan 
Yochum, Larry Highbaugh, Ben Zambaisi, and Cal 
Murphy. In case you didn't know, Passaglia is the great-
est athlete that British Columbia has ever churned out, 
and is one of the best football players ever. He played 
25 seasons, all with his hometown Lions, and owns 
numerous CFL records. These include regular season 
games played (408), punts (3,142), field goals (875), sin-
gles (309), converts (1,045), and consecutive converts 
(560). He also won three Grey Cups and holds a record 
that spans all of pro-football, the record of 3,991 
points in a career. In quarterback news, D amon Allen 
has recovered from his broken leg and Wally Buono is 
still mum on when D ave Dickenson will play. 
For my editor, I'd like to mention the marriage of 
Tiger Woods to Swedish model Elin Nordegren. She 
wore an off-white, sleeveless gown and he wore a beige 
suit. Guests, including Michael Jordan, Charles Barkley, 
and Oprah Winfrey, were treated to shrimp cocktails, 
flying fish, macaroni pie, a four-tier wedding cake, and 
Hootie and the Blowfish. It was all capped off with 
some fireworks and golf. All in all, the entire event cost 
$1.5 million. 
In Boston, Comedian Denis Leary hosted his chari-
ty hockey game and Michael J. Fox picked up a hat trick 
in a 17-16 loss. But that doesn't matter because he's 
Marty McFly and we love him. 
In the NBA, Scottie Pippen announced his retire-
ment from professional basketball. This came as a great 
shock to most fans, who didn't seem to remember 
Pippen playing the game at all after Jordan retired. And 
Lebron James, the 20-year-old superstar had a baby boy 
with his 19-year-old girlfriend. No comment. 
In baseball, Ichiro Suzuki left it to the last moment, 
but he did manage to break George Sisler's 84-year-old 
MLB record with his 258th hit of the season. And with 
his kick-ass batting stance, I'm happy for him. 
Speaking of kicking ass, the English thought it'd be 
fun to really whoop our asses at rugby so they decided 
to field their top squad in a test match with us. The 
match will be played on November 13 when England, 
the third-ranked squad in the world, will lay a royal beat-
ing on us, the thirteenth-ranked team. 
Charmaine Hooper, Team Canada's best women's 
soccer player ever, has made the short list for FIFA's 
World Player of The Year award. And ftnally, Boston 
Marathon record holder for most marathons run (61), 
Johnny Kelley died at the age of 97. I hadn't heard of 
him either. But that's what went on while you were 
training those monkeys-now I'll leave you to go check 
on their progress. (Maybe, if it works out, you could 
train some monkeys to write my articles for me. All the 
other editors did it and it seemed to work for them .) 
Second Division Hot, Premier Not 
Dave Pearcey, OP Contributor 
In the premier division, the Vancouver Meralomas took 
control of their October 2 game early to record their 
first-ever win over Douglas by a score of 29-14. 
The visitors from the west side of Vancouver used 
their size advantage to win the early rucks and mauls and 
build up a 17-D advantage during the ftrst 25 minutes. To 
add insult to injury, the first Lorna try was scored by for-
mer Douglas player Vanessa Andrascik, who was a 
.surprise starter for the orange and black. 
Douglas managed to ftght back to make it a 7-17 
deficit at the half, and a try by Laura Harmse, followed by 
Candace Barry's 2nd conversion of the day, brought the 
home side to within three at the 50-minute mark. 
The numerous penalties awarded by the referee 
against both teams disrupted the flow of play, but even-
tually the Lomas won the battle for field position. Two 
late tries gave the visitors a 15-point margin of victory. 
Douglas now has one week to prepare for their away 
match against UBC. 
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And in the 2nd Division, our ladies exacted some 
revenge for the premier loss the previous day as they ran 
their record to 3-1 after beating the Vancouver 
Meralomas by a score of 27-10. 
Scrurnhalf Tia Staller sprinted 22 metres for the first 
Douglas score. The serum then stole a Lomas put-in and 
number eight, Maggie Dobbs, lugged the ball 40 metres 
before passing to Staller for her 2nd try in the corner. 
The natural hat trick was completed by the 25-minute 
mark as Staller dove in after her teammates had won a 
lineout ball close to their opponents' tryline. Some slop-
py defensive play allowed the Meralomas to close the gap 
to only five points with two tries before the half, but the 
defense held up in the last 35 minutes and Douglas added 
two more scores. 
Those ftnal points came from a Megan Griffiths' try, 
set up by a quick penalty tap taken by captain Nicole 
Edgson, and from centre Whitney Sousa's first try of the 
year. Megan Griffiths also connected on her last conver-
sion attempt of the day after fmally getting a spot close 
to the posts. 
For her efforts, Dobbs was awarded player-of-the-
match honours, as Douglas gears up to take on SFU in 1 
week. 
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Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
Section E ditor's Note-This began as a 
small example to point out that sports get a lit-
tle too emotional and serious sometimes. 
However, it turned into a personal narrative of 
my encounter with this partict~lar down side of 
sports. I just don't think I could admit to "!Y 
dark side without trying to explain it first. So, 
don't be all like 'What in the sweet Hell is this 
tarnation, contraptionistic, floobergem!?" 
Because this episode of down side is stmctured 
much like my previous quote. But hry! You 
could enjqy it even stil4 so read on! 
Okay, I'm sitting here in my bed-
room and I just finished burying my 
cats in the backyard. I'm a little bit upset 
and so, to alleviate some of my negative 
feelings, I thought I'd take this time to 
tell a little personal anecdote and muse 
on the down side of sports. So bear 
with me here. 
When I was in grade twelve I was 
captain, coach, and general manager of 
my intramural ball hockey team. To give 
you an idea of what this meant to me, 
let's do a little back-story. This league 
21 I DftbOPPP099 
was basically what I lived for through-
out highschool. I went to a school 
that taught K-12 and therefore since 
grade six I had admired and idolized 
the big kids who were in the hockey 
league. In grade eight, I was finally 
allowed to join the league and get 
pushed around by the seniors. This 
was my opportunity to learn from, 
and be teammates with, my idols. I 
was allowed a glowing chance to be a 
part of the cool group in our school 
and I loved it. Now here's the catch, I 
loved this league more than life itself 
and yet I had never before played 
hockey. So for the next few years I was 
mainly concerned with not getting in 
the way, scoring my first goal, scoring a 
hat-trick, and so forth. It wasn't until my 
senior year (back to that again) that I 
met my best friend and teammate, Matt, 
and changed my goal to winning the 
prized Block Cup. I was a rarity then, a 
first-time team captain in grade 12, but 
my only life goal for my senior year was 
to win this cup. We had a mini-draft and 
I drafted three of the best players in the 
league thanks to 
smart advanced scouting and draft 
preparation. And really, my team kicked 
ass. 
In the first ten seconds of the first 
game of the year, I won the face-off 
back to Matt. He passed the ball back to 
me and I crossed the centre line (we had 
no blue offside lines). I heard Matt's 
voice and, without looking, I lobbed a 
pass around a closing defender right to 
a wide-open Matt. He put on a wicked 
deke, scored a goal, and the season had 
commenced. The rest of the season 
kicked ass in much the same way. Our 
team was so formidable that nobody 
could stop us . . . nobody but Cale and his 
D etroit Red Wings. 
fucked up and therefore Cale, pre-
dictably, was able to score the winning 
goal 15 seconds into overtime. 
Game two was a blowout, as was the 
The winning-is-everything attitude 
that I had developed caused me to 
completely lose track of who I was. 
Cale was the best player in the 
league, and he had also gotten lucky in 
the draft by picking up the best goal-
tender and a couple of wicked grade 12 
players. Most notably in this group of 
players was another of my best friends, 
John. (We'll get back to his significance.) 
Ergo, our two teams were the con-
tenders. And, right up until the last 
game of the year, my 
team was tops in the 
league. Guess which 
team beat us in the 
very last game to 
overtake first place? 
I'll give you a clue: 
It wasn't not Cale's 
team. 
Anyway, we still 
rolled into the play-
offs as the team to 
beat. And we had an 
easy time cruising 
through our three-
game semis and 
into the finals. 
Guess who we met 
there? No clues 
this time. You got 
it, Cale's team. The 
first game was a 
0-0 tie through 
regulation. Scary as 
crap, too. You see, I had last pick for 
goaltender so I picked the sieve. Thus it 
was shocking to me that we managed to 
make it that deep into the game without 
Detroit scoring a goal. But here's where 
I made the mistake that I still regret to 
this day. Being required to make line 
changes every two minutes, I always 
played my top four players to close out 
a game. Thinking myself unable to play 
any of these four players again I was 
forced to put out a weak line against 
Cale. This really sucks because I 
could've put out better players but I 
deciding game three. But here's where I 
get to my point. (Finally!) In game three 
there was a face-off in the other team's 
zone. With my team trailing by a couple 
of goals with only seconds left in the 
game, our chances of coming back were 
gone. But I refused to give up. I was fac-
ing off against my previously 
mentioned friend John. He was a gamer, 
and so when the ball was dropped he 
fell on top of it to kill time and protect 
it. In a sudden competitive fury, I took 
my stick and crosschecked him as hard 
as I could across his back. How dare he 
steal my dream away from me like that!? 
However, I truly regretted my lapse 
in judgment. I was completely lost in a 
blind rage. I've never lost it like that 
before and certainly never expected to 
on my best friend. I have apologized for 
this since and he has graciously accept-
ed (but it's probably easier to be 
gracious when your name's on the Block 
Cup), and we have made amends. 
However, this is a black spot in my 
career in sports and represents, to me, 
how competition can get out of hand. I 
can't imagine any other situation that I 
have experienced, or will experience, 
with my friends that I would respond to 
so irrationally. The winning-is-every-
thing attitude that I had developed 
caused me to completely lose track of 
who I was. 
But you probably don't care much 
for this drivel, so, if you've made it this 
far, then thank you, and if you've 
stopped reading, then me and the per-
sistent ones can share the inside joke 
that you suck balls. But anyway, thanks 
for allowing me this chance to vent and 
reflect a little more personally on the 
down side of sports. 
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Lockout Corner 
Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
Lockout: Week 3. 
This is getting really tired, really fast. This 
little charade that the NHL and NHLPA 
are putting on isn't funny anymore. 
Where's my hockey? I want my hock-
ey ... Hockey? 
Just of' couple of tidbits for you this 
time, but nothing really significant. The 
player count is up to 194 NHLers in 
Europe. This constitutes around 25 per-
cent of the roughly 700 players from the 
HL. But don't panic, kids. Most players, 
with the notable exception of Peter 
Forsberg, have a CBA clause in their con-
tracts over there that says tl1ey can return 
to the NHL if a deal can be reached. 
Which, of course, sucks balls for the com-
missioners of the European leagues who 
live every moment in fear that the amaz-
ing rush of talent they have received will 
be taken away any moment now. 
And all of the junior and minor hock-
ey leagues have been booming. The AHL 
(the NHL's minor leagues) have been lov-
ing every minute of their increased 
exposure. And in the WHL, teams are 
doing great too. I've noticed, in particular, 
that the Province sports section is ripe with 
Vancouver Giants updates in place of 
Canucks news. And the Giants are averag-
ing 6,750 fans per game in the 8,000-seat 
Pacific Coliseum, as they have sold 2,000 
more season tickets than last year. This 
makes sense since tickets are only 
DOUGLAS SCOREBOARD 
Sooclr: 
Saturday Oct. 2: 
Women: Douglas 2, Langara 1 
Men: Douglas 1, Langara 1 
Sunday Oct. 3: 
$16-$18 compared to the lofty Canuck 
prices in the range of $34-$136. 
But that's it. Not much talking 
between the bitter enemies, and not much 
GPUPbG 
hockey for fans to get excited about. 
Really, there's not much to see here, so 
move along please. 
Women: Douglas 1, Langara 1 
Men: Douglas 0, Langara 1 
DID YOU KNOW ... 
~: 
Premier Division: Douglas 14, Vancouver Melaromas 29 
Q£L.l: 
Second Division: Douglas 27, Vancouver Melaromas 10 
Douglas 68, Camosun 41 
Mill's Vtlijal: 
Malaspina Tourney 
Douglas 1, Capilano 2 
Douglas 0, UVIC Alumni 2 
Douglas 1, Camosun 3 
Douglas 0, UCFV 3 
Overall finish: 5th ... of 5 ... 
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you can SEE THE CHIROPRACTOR ON CAMPUS 
FREE OF CHARGE? 
No referral required. No user fees. No Hassle. 
Full Time Students & Athletes covered through 
Douglas College Extended Health Plan. 
Custom fitted ORTHOTICS also covered. 
CALL FOR DETAILS OR STOP BY ROOM #1303 
10AM-2PM THURSDAYS 604.430.1525 
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Ad Manager I kinggadas@yahoo.com 
Students advertise for free! for Sale Monday, Oct. 25, lOam- Wanted For free student classifieds up to 12pm. Room 1717, New 
30 words, email: BenQ Write & Store Westminster Campus. Musicians Wanted 
othereditor@yahoo.ca with your Combo. Retail boxed BenQ <www.nomoredebts.org> Want to join the future +~ name, student number, and 8x DVD Writer, 25-spindle Greatest Band in the history Red Crose 
desired section, and put "classi- DVD+R and envelopes all Vancouver Support Group of music? Yeah? No shit. Got Authorized Provider fled" in the subject line. 
-
for the great price of $120. If for Students at least 4 years exp. and/or 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines 3 times interested, please email me at Every alternate Friday, hella skills? Contact Brady: 
Deli\ cring quality First Aid 
<andre@acepccanada.com>. 7-9pm. 604.464.5473, 
training for over 12 years 
for $20 (30 words max). Open Courses offered: 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: RM 4310. jesuspornstar@hotmail.com -Standard First Aid/ CPR C 
call our advertising manager ar I Saw You Contact: Mary Rose -CPRC 604.525.3542. Labandelo 604.526.1735 Outgoing, outspoken people - C Recert 
I walked past you, on my needed to work in nightclub - ChildSafe 
- First Aid Instructor School 
Pictures way to my Human Ethics Need ink for school? Get promotions department ... get 
Classified pictures are $10 each class. You were vainly crying refills at 80 percent OFF paid to party!! Call Cour>es at Douglas College 
printing. The picture size is for help while being crushed retail prices! Please visit 604.505.5351 New Westminster Campus 3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and to death by a fallen vending <www.acepccanada.com/ refll 
white. Best competitive rates 
machine. If you survived, l.htm> for details. OPTions for Sexual Health 
When placing an ad please please e-mail me at (formerly Planned Call:604-644-4709 
remember. .. good_samaratin32@yahoo.ca Professional tutor, writing Parenthood) is looking for Check: www.vital-link.ca 
All ads must be received by coach, and editor can help volunteers to assist on the 
Thursday to be published in the Services with English 130, 106, 112, Facts of Life Line, a toll-free, ~ following Wednesday's paper. and 109; also Business confidential, sexual health Checcl< your ad for errors and Money Problems? Worried Communications, reports, information and referral ~"'--~~eP 
please call or e-mail our offices About Debt? letters, and resumes. Quality resource line. Call 
to report any corrections. To Attend a free workshop with guaranteed. The Writer's 604.731.4552 ext. 224, or 
ensure the integrity of our stu- Monica Loeppky, Touch, visit <www.optionsforsexual-dent newspaper. we reserve the Counsellor. Credit <www.writerstouch. net>, health.com> right to revise, reclassifY, edit, or Counselling Society of BC 
refuse your ad. 604.437.6069 (BC's only non-profit credit 
counselling service), 
MONKEYS DO IT, YOU SHOULD TOO! 
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